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Thence continuing a S.E. by S. course, 35 minutes, came
to Sphera1, a small village south of the road. On the north-
side are two large fountains of good clear water, near the foot
of an artificial mount, on the top of which is a building
resembling a tomb.
From this place, travelling S.E. \ S., in two hours and a
half came to Geboul2, which lies on the south-side of the road.
It appears to have been a more considerable village than any
of the former, but is now almost in ruins. At a small distance
to the N.E. is seen the Valley of Salt3, which supplies all the
country with that commodity. Continuing our march four4
hours and a half came to Hagla5, and encamped. The camel's
motion very disagreeable.
230. The caravan continued here all day, preparing for
a regular march. The wind easterly and fresh, with dark cloudy
weather. It rained hard all night, which made our lodging
but uncomfortable.
24TH. The tents and baggage being made very heavy by
the rain which fell in the night, we were forced to defer our
departure till they were dry. I took this opportunity to visit
a valley at the end of a range of hills to the northward,
which terminate at Hagla, where I found several wells
about twelve feet deep, built round with stone6, the water
very indifferent; notwithstanding which there seems, by the
many remaining foundations, to have been formerly a large
town here. There are also many squared stones standing
perpendicularly, like those usually erected over graves; but
I saw no inscriptions.
The Arabs report that there are many black scorpions
among these ruins; for which reason we encamped at a
distance. The night dark, cold and rainy, with a fresh easterly
gale.
1 Sfira. Chesney found it * prosperous *; see Expedition to the Euphrates,
vol. I, p. 413,
s Jebbul, see pp. 6, 9,
3 Sabkha Jebbul, see footnote, p. 9, n. 3.
*  From the following table this should be 'two.*                6 Hiqla.
*  Plaisted found only * a pool of standing water.* Capper found it a